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Because of the Rabbit 
Cynthia Lord 

1. What made Emma’s first day of fifth grade different then the rest of the students? 
This was the first time she had ever gone off to school.  She was always homeschooled.  
 

2. Who were Excited and Scared? 
They were “names” that her brother and her used when they had mixed feelings about something. 
They would refer to the emotions they were feeling as if they were real people. 
 

3. What is Emma’s father’s job? 
He is a Maine Game Warden. 
 

4. Who were Pepere and Memere? 
They were Emma’s grandparents.  When they were alive, her and her brother would go and spend time 
with them in Quebec during the summer.  
 

5. Who is Monsieur Lapin? 
That is what Pepere would call every rabbit whenever he saw one.  He would be part of a lot of the 
stories that Peperre would tell.  In the stories Monsieur Lapin was a cottontail rabbit who was always 
getting in trouble.  
 

6. What is Emma’s number one wish for school in the beginning of the book? 
She wants to find a best friend.  She wants to be part of an “and”. 
 

7. Why did Dad tell the lady to call the local animal control officer? 
The rabbit that was stuck in her fence was not wild.  He was a game warden and was not supposed to 
take care of pets.  
 

8. What was the problem with the rabbit the first night at the house? 
The rabbit would not eat anything. 
 

9. What happened when Emma took the rabbit up into her room the first night? 
The rabbit kept getting away and running around the room.  She caught the rabbit with a laundry basket 
over the top of it.  The rabbit finally ate something. 
 

10. What kind of collection does Emma have? 
She has rocks that she has brought home from everywhere special she has been.  On each rock she 
writes a word or phrase on it.  They were her “Inspiration Stones”.  
 

11. What did the rock say that Owen gave her on her first day of school? 
The rock said “Be Yourself”.  She had it in her pocket with “You Got This!”. 
 

12. Who is Shonna? 
She is another girl who was younger than Emma who had also been homeschooled.  She showed 
Emma to her class the first day. 
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13. What happened during the game Two Truths and a Lie on the first day of school?  Emma’s lie was that 
she loved dill pickles.  When it was her turn, she said that she liked dill pickles and that the lie was the 
frog’s eggs in the bathroom tub.  She did not want the girls to know that she was telling the truth about 
the frog’s eggs because they thought the eggs were gross. 
 

14. What was the first assignment given at school to Emma’s class? 
They had to make a presentation based on the game Two Truths and a Lie.  They had to introduce 
their seatmates to the class using the two truths and a lie.  They had to also have props or pictures.  
 

15. How did Jack become Emma’s Partner for the Two Truths and a Lie presentation? 
Iris suggested making a video.  She paired herself with Leah and left Emma with Jack.  Emma did not 
say anything because she did not want to hurt Jack’s feelings or make the girls mad. 
 

16.   What problem did Emma have the first day at lunch? 
She had several problems.  She was not used to the noise.  She did not know what line to get in.  She 
did not recognize all the food. She could not find a seat.  Jack sat next to her at the table and she was 
worried about making friends since he did not seem to have too many.  She dropped her apple.  She 
did not know where to put all the stuff at the end of lunch. 
 

17. Who helped Emma at the end of lunch? 
Jack helped her by telling her what went in each color bin.  
 

18. What did Emma want to do at the end of the first day of school? 
She told her family everything that went wrong and public school just wasn’t for her.  
 

19. What deal did Emma make with her father about the rabbit? 
Emma was able to keep Lapi since she had such a bad first day only until someone claimed him. 
Emma promised to take care of him herself.  
 

20. Why did Emma suggest shooting the video at her house?  What was the outcome? 
She would have the other kids in her world and they could meet Lapi.  She would then have a chance 
to have them as her friends.  The girls were not able to come.  Only person that was able to come was 
Jack. 
 

21. What happened the second day of school for Emma? 
She took her “Keep Going” rock with her.  Things werShe knew a few more names.  She brought her 
lunch but could not find someone to sit with.  During library she got rabbit books and only Jack was 
coming to her house. 
 

22. What is Jack’s problem with animals? 
Jack loves to read and learn about animals, but has fears about real animals.  His mom says it is a 
sensory thing.  
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23. What did Ms. Martel do that Emma used with herself? 
SHe would go around the room and spin her finger in a circle when Jack needed to move on.  Emma 
would do that under the table to remind herself to continue to work.  
 

24. What three things did Jack bring for his presentation in the video and why? 
1. A bag of legos - he built many things with legos 
2. Dr. Seuss’s ABC book - he learned to read when he was 3 years old 
3. Loose raffle tickets - he collected them because he had never won anything with them 
 

25. What did they decide to make as Jack’s lie? 
He  built a dinosaur skeleton out of 200 Legos.  - Truth was that it was 730 Legos. 
 

26. Why did Emma want to include kayaking, climbing Mount Katahdin, and the parakeet for the 
presentation? 
She hoped that another girl would say she liked kayaking and they could go together.  She wanted the 
teacher to know she also liked hiking.  She could then reveal that her lie was the parakeet, and she 
could bring Lapi to school and everyone would talk to her about Lapi. 
 

27. Why did Emma insist Owen take a picture of her at Eagle Island in the kayak? 
 It gave her time to hang out with her brother.  She missed him since he went to high school instead of 
the home schooling they used to do.  She also wanted the picture of her actually kayaking so that the 
other girls might want to hang out with her. 
 

28. What was the name of the book that Owen gave Emma? 
It was called Rabbit Magic.  
 

29. Why didn’t Emma feel good about sitting with the girls at lunch the third day of school? 
They were talking about all the things that Jack did wrong.  They told about the tantrums he used to 
throw and how he could not keep secrets.  They were not being nice to Jack even though he wasn’t 
there.  

30. What did Leah give Emma at lunch? Why? 
She gave her all her pickle slices since Emma had said she liked them in class.  Emma really did not 
like pickles but ate some since she did not want to lose an opportunity to make a friend.  
 

31.  Why did Emma sit under the table with Jack? 
She was upset about possibly losing Lapi and she yelled at him when he was in the doorway of the 
girl’s bathroom.  She just wanted to be alone.  She felt bad for yelling at him and making him upset. 
She told him a story about a rabbit wanting to be a bird.  
 

32. What were the nicknames Emma and Jack had for each other? 
Emma Nuthatch and Jack Rabbit were the nicknames. 
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33. WHat did Jack like to make to help him remember things? 
He made cue cards that reminded him what to say.  
 

34. What did Owen still have on a shelf in his room and why? 
He had the Lego boat that Emma and him had built together.  It reminds him of the fun they had 
building it.  He wants to build something else with her after soccer is done for the season.  
 

35.  Why didn’t Emma want to call the family about the rabbit? 
She felt that he was bringing her rabbit magic - he would help her make friends. 
 

36. Why did Owen come with Dad to the presentation? 
He wanted to be there to support Emma.  He knew how hard his first week at school had been.  
 

37. What did Emma give Jack after the presentation?  What did Jack give Emma? 
Emma gave him a raffle ticket that said “Rabbit Magic” but he gave it back since he had won her 
friendship.  He gave her his phone that was for emergencies for her to call about Lapi. 
 

38. What happened when Emma called the family about the rabbit? 
The whole class listened in and crossed their fingers hoping she could keep the rabbit.  The rabbit was 
not Lapi but Emma told the lady that the animal shelter had a white rabbit.  
 

39. Why did Iris lie about the rabbit poster? 
She was afraid Leah would not be her friend if she made friends with Emma. 
 

40. What happened when Lapi escaped the classroom? 
Emma chased him into the girl’s bathroom and Jack guarded the door so he couldn’t get out.  Jack 
repeated the story of the rabbit wanting to be a bird.  
 

41. What is a binky? 
It is where a rabbit jumps up and twists in the air.  


